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School Details 

Name of school:  King’s Bruton 

Address of school:  King’s School, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 0ED 

Telephone: 01749 814 200 Fax:  

Email:  office@kingsbruton.com 

Website:  www.kingsbruton.com 
    

Name and qualifications of Head/Principal, with title used:  

Name:  Ian Wilmshurst 

Title (e.g. Principal): Headmaster 

Head/Principal’s telephone number if different from above:  01749 814 202 

Qualifications:  MA PGCE 

Awarding body: Cambridge 

Consultant’s comments 

Ian Wilmshurst was appointed to his current role in 2009. He is keen to utilise King’s Bruton’s 
relatively small size to develop a quality education for every student and encourage them to have 
high aspirations. He has worked towards ensuring that the school currently provides an 
outstanding level of pastoral care along with an impressive range of academic and extra-curricular 
activities. He describes the three pillars central to the school as being size, quality and success. 
He leads the school in its endeavours to provide a holistic education in which every individual pupil 
is given an opportunity to flourish and develop.  
    

Name and qualifications of Head of Specialist Provision or Senior SpLD teacher:  

Name:   Emma Prowse 

Title (e.g. SENCO): Head of Learning Support 

Telephone number if different from above:  01749 814 308 

Qualifications:  BSc(Hons), PGCE, PGDip 

Awarding body: Edinburgh, Oxford, Open University/ British Dyslexia Association 

Consultant’s comments 

Emma Prowse holds a diploma in teaching and assessing SpLD students. She has good 
experience within the SEND field at King’s Bruton. She is also an experienced mainstream 
science teacher. 



The left hand column is used to reference the criteria. Consultants will cross reference with the table at the end of the 
application to show when the criteria has been seen to be met. 
 

It is not always necessary for consultants to enter comments, in which case the field will be left blank. 
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1. Background and General Information 

 1. a) Dep’t of Education Registration No.:  933 6004 

  b) Numbers, sex and age of 
pupils: 

Total SpLD 
 

Accepted  
age range 

   Day: Boys: 91 40 13-18 

   Girls: 65 18 13-18 

   Boarding: Boys: 110 61 13-18 

   Girls: 82 17 13-18 

   Overall total: 348 136 13-18 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The total student numbers have remained at about the same level since the 
CReSTeD Report 2016 (349 – 2016) which is at capacity, although the 
proportion of identified SpLD students has risen from 34% to the current 39%. 
The ratio of boys to girls is 3:2. Also, the ratio for boarding to day pupils is 
3:2. 

  c) Class sizes – mainstream:  KS4: Core curriculum: 18-20 
KS4: Options subjects: 14-15 
KS5: Average class size 10 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The core curriculum class sizes have reportedly risen slightly from an 
observed 17-18 during the 2016 CReSTeD visit to 18-20. The classes vary 
according to age with smaller classes for KS5. Some students were working 
in groups at the time of the visit. 

  d) Class sizes – learning support:  Support lessons are individual 
lessons. Learning support run 
2 weekly drop-in study skills/ 
literacy workshops (4 students 
per group). Learning support 
also run an assistive 
technology support group 
weekly (approx. 8 students). 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The interventions are tailored to meet the changing needs of the students 
with provision of the above ‘workshops’ along with 1:1 lessons. 

  e) For completion by consultants only: Pastoral care arrangements, as relevant 
to SpLD students, based on Ofsted/ISI report:  

   The ISI Report dated September 2018 reported that the pupils’ attitudes to 
learning were generally positive and the additional support sessions and 
workshops were greatly appreciated. They reported that the pupils felt fully 
integrated into the school and suitably challenged by the many opportunities 
on offer. The quality of the pupils’ personal development was reported as 
being excellent and that there was a sense of a close and supportive 
community for all. The comments were inclusive of the SpLD students along 
with their peers.  

Independent 
Schools 
only 

 f) Current membership (e.g. HMC, ISA etc.):  HMC, BSA 

  Consultant’s comments 

  The above memberships are entirely appropriate. 



The left hand column is used to reference the criteria. Consultants will cross reference with the table at the end of the 
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  g) Please supply the following documentation: 

   i. Prospectus, including staff list (if this does not clearly show 
which teachers teach English, then please supply this as a 
separate item). Please indicate copy enclosed  

https://www.kin
gsbruton.com/a
dmissions/pros
pectus-school-

information 

   or provide link to view reports via the internet  

   ii. Recent Inspection reports, please indicate copy enclosed  

   or provide link to view reports via the internet https://www.kingsbruton.com/userfile
s/kingsbrutonmvc/Documents/Kings
%20Bruton%20EQI%20Report%20v5
%202018_10_17%20NB.pdf 

   iii. Details of Fees and compulsory extras for SpLD pupils (if 
applicable), please indicate copy enclosed  

 

   or provide link to view information via the 
internet 

https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissi
ons/fees 

   Consultant’s comments 

   i.The King’s Bruton prospectus has been made available on the school’s 
website and covers fees, policies, information on the governors, inspection 
reports along with other useful information such as term dates and uniform. 
The staff list is also on the website and gives names alongside positions 
held.  
ii.The ISI Report 2018 referred to above is also on the school’s website and 
can be read in full. 
iii.LS fees are given as either individual 55-minute sessions (2019-2020 £62) 
or £34 for 30 minutes of individual support. 

    

2. Policy and Philosophy with Regard to SpLD Pupils 

Criteria  
1 & 2 

2. a) Aims and philosophy of the whole school 

  1. To develop further the School’s warm and supportive boarding 
community, and to provide a comprehensive all-round education in 
which pupils of all ages are valued as individuals. 

2. To enhance the School’s strong Christian ethos, and to continue to 
encourage and support pupils in their spiritual growth and faith. 

3. To continue to raise the academic expectations of all pupils at GCSE, 
BTEC, AS and A level, and in terms of their higher education/career 
aspirations within a broad and balanced curriculum. 

4. To ensure that, within the School’s resources, access to a King’s 
education and facilities are as open as possible to the wider 
community. 

5. To aim for excellence in the fields of sport and the performing arts. 
 

   Consultant’s comments 

   King’s Bruton’s LS plays an important role within the aim of providing an all-
round education at an individual level. 

Criteria  
1 & 2 

 b) Please indicate copy of the whole school Staff Handbook (SH) 
enclosed  

 

  c) If not within SH, please enclose copies of whole school policy statement(s) 
with regard to SpLD pupils outlining: 

   i. Policy for SEN/SpLD INFORMATION 

https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissions/prospectus-school-information
https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissions/prospectus-school-information
https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissions/prospectus-school-information
https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissions/prospectus-school-information
https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissions/prospectus-school-information
https://www.kingsbruton.com/userfiles/kingsbrutonmvc/Documents/Kings%20Bruton%20EQI%20Report%20v5%202018_10_17%20NB.pdf
https://www.kingsbruton.com/userfiles/kingsbrutonmvc/Documents/Kings%20Bruton%20EQI%20Report%20v5%202018_10_17%20NB.pdf
https://www.kingsbruton.com/userfiles/kingsbrutonmvc/Documents/Kings%20Bruton%20EQI%20Report%20v5%202018_10_17%20NB.pdf
https://www.kingsbruton.com/userfiles/kingsbrutonmvc/Documents/Kings%20Bruton%20EQI%20Report%20v5%202018_10_17%20NB.pdf
https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissions/fees
https://www.kingsbruton.com/admissions/fees
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   ii. Support for policy from Senior 
Management Team 

 
RECEIVED 

   iii. Support for policy from governors 

   iv. Admissions Policy/Selection Criteria  

   v. Identification and assessment 

   Consultant’s comments 

   i.The policy for SEN/SpLD students has been written in liaison with 
Hazlegrove School. In addition, King’s Bruton has its own ‘Reasonable 
Adjustments Policy’ and ‘Learning Support Handbook’. The documentation 
clearly sets out the recognition that each pupil with SEND requires special 
consideration and treatment. 
ii.The Senior Management Team consists of the Headmaster, Bursar, Deputy 
Head, Deputy Head Academic and the Deputy Head Sixth Form. The Deputy 
Head Academic liaises with the Headmaster who reviews all Learning 
Support matters. The Deputy Head Academic has arranged for LS staff to 
attend monthly meetings held by the Pastoral Heads. Input has also included 
the SMT suggesting and making arrangements for further LS training. 
iii.The Governing Body: Five of the sixteen Governors are on the school’s 
‘Education Committee’. As noted, in the 2016 CReSTeD Report, and is still 
the case, there is no specific governor for SEND matters as all governors are 
expected to take SEND issues and provision into consideration. 
iv. The Admissions policy is available on the website and states that King’s 
Bruton does not discriminate in any way on entry. It welcomes pupils who 
require Learning Support in cases where their specific needs can be 
managed within the school’s normal provision. All prospective pupils are 
assessed to ensure that they can be provided with the support necessary to 
access the curriculum. Parents are expected to provide existing specialist 
reports on their child early in the admissions process. 
v.Identification and Assessment: All pupils are screened on entry. Pupils can 
also be referred to LS by teachers and house staff, HoDs and parents where 
concerns arise. LS staff assess the identified student’s needs and outside 
agencies are also used where appropriate. Close liaison with local schools 
enables the SEND profiles of potential pupils to be discussed before places 
are offered. 

Criterion 4  d) Give specific examples of the whole school response to SpLD 

   BTECs well established and the range of BTECs offered is expanding 
for the 6th Form 

 Study skills training for L6th as they commence their 6th Form courses 
in September. 

 Sixth Form students frequently access individual support from their 
subject staff either through the weekly subject academic drop-in 
workshops or by making appointments to work with staff at a mutually 
convenient time. 

 KS4 students access additional subject support through attending 
weekly subject academic drop-in workshops. Some departments eg. 
Maths run daily drop-in workshops after school, while English holds 
twice weekly after school drop-in workshops.  

 KS4 and 5 students are given exam timetables in advance to inform 
their revision planning. Exam timetables are also available through 
student/ parent portal. 



The left hand column is used to reference the criteria. Consultants will cross reference with the table at the end of the 
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 English and Learning Support departments hold joint workshops to 
prepare students to integrate assistive technology in their English 
Language exams. 

 Tutor’s and boarding house staff support student organisation by 
monitoring the recording and completion of prep and putting support 
strategies in place if completing prep becomes challenging.  

 Year 9 students are given “Golden Folders” to support the 
organisation of lesson materials. Tutors and subject staff monitor and 
support students to use these effectively. An expanding wallet folder 
maybe given to a student for those who find this easier. 

 Students may follow ABC French qualification, rather than the French 
GCSE course. Some students, on a case by case basis, may take 
only one Modern Foreign Language, and a few students do not take a 
language at all. 

 The Deputy Head has invited LS to attend the Pastoral Heads 
(Housemasters/ Housemistresses: HSMs) monthly meeting. In 
addition, the Deputy Head has sent Head of Learning Support on a 
training day to learn about the school’s wellbeing tracker: AS 
Tracking. 

 INSET training to the whole school: Learning Support was part of a 
team looking at Raising Boys’ Achievement and presented to staff in 
January 2019. Learning Support presented to staff in September 2019 
to revisit key principles of SEN Code of Practice. 

 King’s has a “bring your own device” policy, and many students use 
laptops or iPads to access learning.  

 King’s has a site licence for Dragon and DocsPlus. DocsPlus license 
can be installed on student laptops. King’s has 14 reading pens, and 
these are used extensively during exam periods. 

 Library: has a wide selection of audiobook CDs, 10 desktop 
computers with Dragon and DocsPlus installed, a good selection of 
teen-friendly books about a range of learning difficulties and a policy 
to buy the books required by students. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The above examples show a wealth of strategies that are currently in place. 
New initiatives have been added since the most recent CReSTeD visit. The 
students interviewed during the visit described the interventions that they 
used and were finding helpful. The wide use of assistive technology was also 
seen during the visit.  

  e) Number of statemented / EHCP 
pupils:  

0 

   Consultant’s comments 

   There are no current statemented/EHCP students. There was one pupil listed 
at the time of the last CReSTeD visit.  

Independent 
Schools 
only 

 f) Types of statemented / EHCP needs accepted:  

  We will consider all SpLD’s/ SEND provided reasonable adjustments can be 
made. King’s has accepted statemented students previously: students with 
high functioning autistic spectrum disorder, cerebral palsy and students with 
significant physical impairments. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The school has a non-discriminatory intake and statemented/EHCP students 
are considered where reasonable adjustments can be made. 



The left hand column is used to reference the criteria. Consultants will cross reference with the table at the end of the 
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3. Identification and Assessment 

Criterion 1  3. a) Give details of how you identify pupils in your school who have or are at risk 
of SpLD and when this takes place in the admissions process:  

  The Registrar asks all prospective parents at the start of the application 
process to provide reports from medical and/or educational specialists if their 
child has any of these documents. In addition, the application form prompts 
parents to provide details of SEND. The Head of LS meets prospective 
parents and/or students with a history of SEND. Students with complex 
SEND histories and students whose specialist reports are over two years old 
are screened in the department to gain a current picture of need. 
Furthermore, the Head of LS may request parental permission to contact a 
student’s current school to ensure that a full picture of the reasonable 
adjustments required for that student is gained to ensure that King’s can meet 
a student’s needs. Prep schools liaise with Learning Support over Common 
Entrance exam access arrangements and identify students with known 
learning needs. In the June/ July of each academic year the Head of LS 
meets with/ has telephone conversations to transfer SEND information for 
incoming Year 9 students. In the September of each academic year, Learning 
Support screens all Year 9 students’ literacy attainment skills and cognitive 
processing abilities. New students in Year 10-12 will also have their literacy 
skills and visual processing ability assessed, and those students with a 
history of SEND will undergo additional assessment of cognitive processing 
ability. Year 9 students also undergo MidYIS testing, while Year 12 complete 
ALIS testing. Year 9 students with below average scores are offered a range 
of support, while those students with scores that fall into the low average 
range are monitored by LS, and their November exam results analysed to 
determine whether support/assessment in May of the same academic year 
would be appropriate. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   A careful and comprehensive approach has been adopted across the school 
for the identification of any SpLDs amongst the new intake and to address the 
needs of existing students who have been referred as experiencing 
difficulties. Appropriate support is then offered, discussed and organised. 

  b) Give details of what action you take when children are identified as at risk of 
SpLD 

   Parents are contacted and permission is requested to carry out a full 
assessment, having outlined concerns/ reasons for requesting an 
assessment. The student’s teaching staff are contacted to gain a classroom 
perspective on the student. In addition, the Housemaster/ Housemistress and 
tutor are contacted to gain a pastoral view of the student; this may involve 
checking the Rewards/ Sanctions for that student held on the pupil 
information management system (iSAMs). Admission information is also 
reviewed. Once the assessment has been carried out, analysis of this 
information in combination with the information gained from the other 
stakeholders in the student’s school life, various support suggestions may be 
made (from ensuring that a student attends subject drop-in workshops 
through to joining the LS study skills workshops/ assistive technology group 
through to individual support lessons/ exam access arrangement 
application).In some cases, Learning Support may advise further assessment 
by an Educational Psychologist, speech therapist or doctor. An entry is made 
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on the LS register, and that student’s teaching staff, tutor and Housemaster/ 
mistress is contacted via iSAMs. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   A thorough examination of the case for each student of concern is 
undertaken, including academic and pastoral issues, followed by a carefully 
targeted assessment by either the LS department or outside agencies. 
Support suggestions are made when information has been gathered and 
assessment reports have been completed. Input includes access 
arrangement details and the outcomes are then formatted into planning. The 
resulting Learning Support Development Plans are distributed to staff when 
the students are formally on the LS Register. Assessment for SEND issues is 
ongoing throughout each student’s education at King’s Bruton. Lesson notes, 
provided during the visit, showed staff awareness of useful strategies for the 
individual LS students. 

  c) Give details of how children in your school can access a full assessment for 
SpLD 

   If there is a need for further investigation, this is carried out by a member of 
the LS department and/ or LS may advise that a student is referred privately 
to an Education Psychologist or similar specialist for a full assessment. 
Students are screened at the start of Year 9 and Year 12. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   Student progress is carefully tracked, and assessments are undertaken in the 
LSC when deemed appropriate. The Head of LS/SENCo also advises 
parents to arrange for their child to have a further specialised assessment 
with outside agencies where it is agreed to be necessary. 

    

4. Teaching and Learning 

 4. a) How is the week organised? 

   Two-week timetable consisting of 33 x 55-minute lessons. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The two-week timetable is useful for enabling full lesson times and ease of 
lesson changeovers. 

  b) Details of arrangements for SpLD pupils, including prep / homework:  

   Students with SpLD follow the same curriculum as the rest of the school. 
Learning Support lessons work on a withdrawal basis from non-curriculum 
lessons eg. PE lessons, PSHE, general RS, music and IT lessons, Church 
and Assembly times. Student lessons are timetabled to occur during the 
school day whenever possible and are negotiated to suit student wishes 
when possible. Some lessons take place between 3.35-5.35pm. Learning 
Support lessons will be timetabled during MFL lessons/ Option block lessons 
if a student has discontinued study of these subjects as a reasonable 
adjustment. 
All students, including SpLD students, complete prep in house. Duty tutors 
are aware of student learning needs and can easily check these through 
accessing the SEN register on iSAMs and give support. Students can also 
access prep support by attending subject drop-in workshops or by contacting 
subject staff by email to seek individual support. Students who have 
discontinued MFL/ Option block GCSE subject can complete prep during the 
school day in a supervised study period in the library (SSP) – this is one of 
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the school’s reasonable adjustments for students with an SpLD. Students can 
access DocsPlus/ Dragon on house computers or their personal laptop if 
these have been installed. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The above approach taken with prep delivers an excellent ‘reasonable 
adjustment’ for the SpLD students enabling them to work to their optimum 
level with a flexible amount of support. 

Criterion  
3 & 4 

 c) Lesson preparation and delivery to meet the needs of SpLD pupils for: 

 Curriculum subjects 

 Literacy support 

   Curriculum Support: Weekly individual support lessons are offered to 
students identified by the maths department as struggling with maths. 
They are delivered by maths teachers, and are designed to support 
students to consolidate/ revise maths concepts that have proved 
challenging in the mainstream maths classrooms, to strengthen an 
understanding of the command language used in maths exam 
questions and to develop effective answer strategies including the use 
exam access arrangements in maths exams. Individually tailored 
study skills/ subject support is offered in Learning Support to enable 
students to develop more effective revision strategies, to consolidate 
subject essay writing strategies and to consider how exam access 
arrangements could be used effectively in different subject exams. 
Learning Support always liaises with subject staff and supports their 
subject under their direction. Science support for the literacy of 
science is also offered by Learning Support: time is spent 
consolidating students’ knowledge of science specific terms (and 
concepts) and everyday terms used in a science context and 
supporting students to develop their ability to write scientific 
responses effectively. 

 Literacy Support: Literacy Support Lesson planning is tailored to 
individual pupils. However, there is a basic programme in place for 
each year with expectations for the delivery of a spelling programme 
(if assessment data indicates this is appropriate) and progress 
through levels of competency in language, reading and writing linked 
to curriculum demands. Booklets of activities for spelling, reading and 
writing tasks are produced and updated to include changes in 
GCSE/IGCSE expectations. Teachers also make use of Units of 
Sound (if indicated by student assessment data), TTRS and Word 
Roots to supplement their literacy support. 
All members of the department are experienced classroom teachers 
and have taught at both GCSE and A-level, have been Heads of 
academic Departments and/ or have been part of a Senior Leadership 
team.  
Experience has shown that BTEC students are well supported by 
subject staff, but students can, and do, access support for specific 
study skill concerns. A-level students are occasionally supported by 
Learning Support for specific study skills concerns; support at this 
level is always carried out in close liaison and is directed by subject 
staff. 
Students can access study skills/ literacy support in the twice weekly 
drop-in workshops run by Learning Support. 
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In addition, Mike Keogh, the librarian, supports students with SpLD to 
integrate assistive technology into their working practice in the 
assistive technology workshop that runs during the Church slot. 
Learning Support identifies students who are likely to benefit from 
acquiring competency with assistive technology and they join the 
workshop: some students maybe learning to touch type, while others 
will be working with Mike learning how to integrate technology into the 
process of completing a piece of work. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The provision is directly tailored to identified student needs. The LS staff have 
a background in classroom and subject teaching at the levels required which 
is invaluable when planning provision as detailed above. 
 
During the CReSTeD visit BTEC Hospitality with Year 12, Edexcel IGCSE 
Maths with Year 9 and CIE IGCSE 0990 English Language 2020 with Year 
11 were observed. They were inclusive, well-paced and showed knowledge 
of individual student needs. They were interesting and every student was 
absorbed in their work. Responses from students were valued and ideas 
developed appropriately The subject matter in each case was made 
accessible to the students.  
Two individual lessons were seen in LS. One was a study skills/ science 
support lesson for a student taking Edexcel IGCSE (Single Award) Science. It 
built on his experience and prior understanding of the topic and he worked 
very efficiently. The other lesson observed was on the use of language, 
implicit and inferred, for English Language examination preparation. It was 
well-paced and the student was not daunted by the tasks set. The LS lessons 
were extremely well-prepared and the student experience positive. 

  d) Use of provision maps/IEP’s (or equivalent):  

   Pupil profiles/pupil learning plans are written for each pupil having LS 
lessons. Pupil/ parent views are recorded on the Notes tab of a student’s 
SEN profile on iSAMs. The aim is that these are discussed at least once 
annually at the appropriate parents’ meeting. These maybe emailed to 
parents. 

   Please indicate two examples enclosed  YES  

   Consultant’s comments 

   Samples of pupil profiles and accompanying pupil learning plans were 
provided for two pupils: one in Year 10 and one Year 11. Areas of strength 
and current concerns were noted. Assessment information from April/May 
2019 was recorded using WIAT-11-UK-T for single word reading; a range 
from Lucid Exact covering speed and reading comprehension; TOMAL tests 
and CTOPP for the Year 11 student and Lucid Exact and Lucid Recall for the 
Year 10. Access arrangements were set out for examinations. Useful notes 
were added as ‘subject specific’ and ‘additional information’ which provided 
an invaluable resource for teaching staff. There were useful resources to 
enable lesson access and effective learning to take place e.g. electronic 
copies of lesson handouts/Powerpoints to be sent to the student’s device. 
The Learning Plans set out achievable targets and the strategies that could 
be used. The documents gave a good insight into the provision made for the 
two pupils. 

  e) Records and record keeping:  
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   Screening tests used for Year 9 in September (and those new starter 
students into Years 10,11 and 12) are Lucid Exact, Lucid Recall and SDMT. 
In addition, Year 12 students who had GCSE exam access arrangements are 
reassessed to provide evidence to confirm or change exam access 
arrangements for A-level/ BTEC courses. Further testing in the department 
for diagnostic purposes and access arrangements include: TOMAL, CTOPP, 
WIAT-III-T-UK, GORT, WRAT 4 individual, YARC, BPVS, DASH and DASH-
17 and Beery VMI. Following assessment student scores are collated on 
group screening spreadsheets with LS analytical notes or entered into Form 
8’s/ File Notes as appropriate. Hard copies of test booklets/ test summary 
sheets are filed in student files in locked filing cabinets in locked LS office. 
Following the publication of student assessment grades Head of LS will follow 
up concerns with Deputy Head Academic and/or HSMs: it may be appropriate 
to refer student to LS for assessment, or LS may write to the teaching staff for 
a student of concern with  

   Consultant’s comments 

   The records showed comprehensive up to date results for the LS students. A 
wide range of assessment materials is used to give a clear insight into the 
origin and nature of presenting difficulties in addition to tracking progress. 

Criterion 3  f) For comment by consultants only: Review history and provision made for two 
pupils. 

  The SENCo described two students in detail. Their individual folders were up 
to date and stored confidentially in the locked LS office. The links with 
tracking progress were evident and discussed. 

Criterion 3  g) Impact of provision – assessment summary all pupils (only fill in the Key 
Stages relevant to your school):  

A-Level (GCE) 
and VCE 

No. of pupils 
Years 12 & 
13 

Number 
entered 

Percentage 
grade A-E 

Average point 
score per 
pupil 

Average point 
score per exam 
entry 

Whole School 140 128 98.7 131.9 38.1 

SpLD Pupils 56 54 100 149.9 43.4 

    

GCSE No. of pupils inc’d 
in the Year 11 
timetable, 
regardless of age 

Percentage 
A* - C 

Grade 9 - 4 

Percentage 5+ 
A* - C 

Grade 9 - 4 

Percentage 5+ 
A* - G 

Grade 9 - 1 

Whole School 71 92.8 91.5 98.6 

SpLD Pupils 22 93.8 92.9 96.4 

    

Key Stage 2 
(if applicable) 

No. of Year 6 
pupils entered 

English Maths Science 

L4+ A/D L4+ A/D L4+ A/D 

Whole School        

SpLD Pupils        

    

Key Stage 1 
(if applicable) 

No. of Year 2 
pupils entered 

English Maths Science 

L2+ A/D L2+ A/D L2+ A/D 

Whole School        
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Dyslexic Pupils         

    

  h) Any other relevant information, e.g. details of any other examinations taken, 
literacy/numeracy assessments:  

   BTECs taken 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The results recorded above indicate an improvement on those from the 
previous CReSTeD visit in 2016. The numbers of SpLD students entering 
these examinations has also increased. Further information on the BTECs 
available can be obtained from the school along with levels and entry points. 
The BTEC lesson observed during the visit was most impressive, very 
detailed, well-structured and was being enjoyed by the students. 

    

5. Facilities and Equipment for Access to Teaching of SpLD Pupils 

Criterion 5.1 5. a) General resources for teaching SpLD pupils:  

   Literacy support: A wide range of resources (some in teaching packs) 
appropriate to each year: reading comprehension, writing tasks, units of 
sound, Ramsden spelling and DILP, along with resources on sentence, 
paragraph and essay writing and planning. All are linked to the challenges of 
IGCSE English tasks. Reading comprehension and writing tasks in 3rd year 
are closely linked to 3rd year exams as well as preparation for the challenge 
of IGCSE. All 4th and 5th year material is presented in the style of an IGCSE 
exam question. This academic year more of this material will be placed on 
electronic reader. Vocabulary building resources 
Curriculum support: differentiated subject revision guides/ textbooks, subject 
practice question workbooks and mark schemes, study skills support books/ 
workbooks, revision flashcards, subject practice exam questions from subject 
departments, mini whiteboards, large whiteboards, coloured reading rulers to 
reduce visual stress 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The wide range of resources made available are kept under review and are 
regularly updated. 

Criterion 5.2  b) ICT:  

   DocsPlus on all school computers, which can also be installed on student 
latops. 
Dragon on all school computers. 
Office 365, with accessibility features, becoming available to students. 
Units of Sound (as indicated by student need). 
Flashcards apps encouraged: Students frequently upload Quizlet or Chegg 
flashcards onto their device and staff regularly set vocabulary building tasks 
on platforms such as Kahoot or Seneca Learning. 
Word Roots spelling program. 
School has “bring your own device to school” policy, and students frequently 
use IT to complete class tasks, preps, to support access to learning. 
ICT department work to enable a wide range of devices to access the school 
network. 
Moodle: The school’s VLE which all students can access in or out school to 
support prep tasks, to enable students to catch up missed work, and to 
access holiday work/ subject revision resources. 
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   Consultant’s comments 

   LS students are given support sessions to develop their skills in assistive 
technology to enable them to take advantage of the above resources for their 
individual needs. Staff are also given training guidance on the use of the 
assistive technology available and relevant to them. ICT resources were seen 
to be in good use during the visit. 

Criterion 5.3  c) Details of access (special examination) arrangements requested and made 
for SpLD pupils:  

   All year 9 students with a known history of SEND, who receive individual LS 
support or who have been noted to have below average scores when 
screened in the September of Year 9, are given a full assessment for access 
arrangements in late April/ early May of Year 9 so that the students’ likely 
GCSE results can be put in place for Year 9 exams in June of Year 9. 
Evidence of use of extra time is gathered through copying exam papers 
showing evidence of green pen use. In the October/ early November of Year 
10 classroom monitoring forms are completed by subject staff, and a Form 8 
is completed. Staff are strongly encouraged to gather evidence of a student’s 
use of their access arrangements to demonstrate that use of the access 
arrangements represents a student’s normal way of working. Students who 
arrive into Years 10 and 11 with a history of LS will also be assessed. At the 
start of year 12, students who have had GCSE exam access arrangements 
and new students with a history of LS support and/ or use of GCSE exam 
access arrangements are reassessed for access arrangements. Subject staff 
are also required to fill in monitoring forms to provide evidence that a 
student’s access arrangements represent their normal way of working. 
LS staff participate in annual webinars to update their knowledge of the 
annual changes to the JCQ regulations. The LS department has membership 
of Communicate-ED to ensure that our knowledge of access arrangements is 
current, and to access the Member’s discussion forum so that we can access 
examples of practice from other schools. 
Following JCQ regulations, appropriate access arrangements are put in place 
for internal exams, and where possible classroom assessments.  
The school has covered a wide range of access arrangements including: 25% 
extra time, reader, scribe, room on own, rest breaks, and in the past, we have 
had a student with access to 50% extra time. The exam officer provides 
annual training for invigilators. 
In addition, LS holds evidence for students for whom typing represents their 
normal way of working and who type responses in exams. 
In the current Year 11, 17 students have access arrangements approved by 
JCQ, and in Year 13, 29 students have access arrangements. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The system in place is robust and regularly updated. 

Criterion 5.4  d) Library:  

   There are a range of books in the library on SpLDs and other SEND issues 
as well as study skills. The librarian sends regular updates to all staff and 
students ensuring that all are aware of new developments in the library and 
how to access these. Audiobooks are available on CD, as are differentiated 
graphic novels, including graphic novels for the AQA English Literature set 
texts. The 10 networked PCs in the library have Dragon and DocsPlus 
installed, and headphones wired in so students can use these software 
packages without disturbing others. The librarian is hugely knowledgeable 
about assistive technology and works with small groups of students with 
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identified SEND in a weekly slot to integrate assistive technology into their 
normal way of working. The library moved to its current location (next to LS) 
12 months ago, and LS is delighted that this has enabled a close working 
partnership between the library and the department. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The close working partnership enables all SEND students to have access to 
relevant reading materials and support with individualised assistive 
technology needs. 

    

6. Details of Learning Support Provision 

LSC 6.3 
 

6. a) Role of the Learning Support Department within the school:  

  To enable students to access the mainstream curriculum independently and 
to make sure that arrangements are in place to allow them to do so eg. 
Working with students to integrate appropriate assistive technology to support 
curriculum access/ compensate for learning needs as well as access 
arrangements for internal assessments and external exams/ timed 
assessments. To support students to develop the literacy skills which are 
needed for all academic subjects and to consolidate these foundations if 
appropriate. We aim to support students to achieve to the best of their 
potential and to be aspirational, so they are not held back by literacy or 
cognitive processing difficulties. The LS department is mindful of the 
challenges presented when acquiring the language of science and support 
this too. Support is also available for those struggling with aspects of an MFL, 
but these are typically short interventions. LS works with classroom teachers 
so that our support reflects and reinforces classroom learning. LS liaises with 
subject heads, and they have authorised LS interventions. LS advises subject 
teachers on student-specific reasonable adjustments for the classroom, and 
we strongly encourage students and their parents to access subject specific 
support via the weekly subject drop-in workshops, using the Quality First 
teaching principle since this can do much to support students with SpLDs. 
Above all, we work to enable our students to become independent learners 
through developing their metacognition and modelling effective study skill 
strategies, in combination with working to integrate assistive technology in 
student learning and good pastoral support. 

  Consultant’s comments 

  LS initiatives aim to optimise classroom learning for the students on the 
SEND Register by communicating ideas to staff that can be put into practice 
such as ways to tackle science terminology and subject specific language. 

LSC 
6.5 & 6.6 
 

 b) Organisation of the Learning Centre or equivalent:  

  The department has 2 members of staff who work 5 days a week. In addition, 
the Head of LS works several Saturday mornings per term. We share a 
member of staff with the English department; this member of staff is currently 
completing a Level 4 CPD Pathway Certificate in “Developing Literacy Skills 
in Learners with Dyslexia”. We are supported by the librarian who works with 
students to develop their skills with assistive technology, and an administrator 
who works in the department for 4.5 hours/ week. 
There is a suite of 3 teaching rooms and a work area for students. The library 
is situated next to the LS department, and students can access 10 network 
PCs there. 

  Consultant’s comments 
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  Learning Support is located in the purpose-built Mary Tyndale Centre which 
provides a pleasant set of rooms and is well-located next to the library. 

LSC 6.6  c) Does the Head of Unit have Head of Department status and input into 
curriculum design and delivery?   

  Yes: The Head of LS attends the Heads of Department meetings, and the 
Deputy Head Academic usually includes LS as an agenda item. 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The Head of LS/SENCo meets regularly with colleagues responsible for 
curriculum design and delivery. 

  d) Supporting documentation, please indicate enclosed: 

   vi. SEN Development Plan (or equivalent) enclosed  

INFORMATION 
 

 RECEIVED 

   vii. Timetables of teachers or teaching assistants for SpLD 
but not the whole school/all staff 

   viii. List of known SpLD pupils in school 

    

7. Staffing and Staff Development 

Criterion 7 7. a) Qualifications, date, awarding body and experience of all learning support 
staff:  

  Details of staff qualifications were provided at the time of application, 
names and specifics are not published to protect the identity of 
individuals 

   Consultant’s comments 

   The SENCo and Dr Bailey are both well qualified and experienced in the role. 
They both have experience of classroom teaching in the age range covered 
by King’s Bruton. There is an additional member of the LS team who also 
works in the English Department and is currently undertaking a course to gain 
a qualification for working with dyslexic learners. The LS staff also work with 
the Librarian who helps the students to use a wide range of technology. The 
team has a dedicated LS administrator.  

LSC 7.4  c) Are the majority of lessons within the Unit taught by those having nationally 
recognised qualifications in the teaching of SpLD pupils? (Exceptionally, an 
experienced teacher undergoing training may be sufficient.)   

  Yes 

   Consultant’s comments 

   Two members of LS staff are very experienced and qualified and a third, who 
has considerable teaching experience, is currently gaining a relevant 
qualification. 

    

8. The experience of parents & pupils regarding the school, in particular, its response 
to SpLD pupils 

Independent 
Schools 
only 

8. a) Schools should provide, with the supporting documentation, a list of the 
names of all known SpLD pupils in the school.  CReSTeD will provide an 
explanatory letter to be sent to parents of all those named informing them of 
the visit and seeking their permission to give their contact details to the 
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consultant.  The consultant will randomly select names from the list to discuss 
their experiences as parents in relation to the school. 
 
For completion by consultants only: Parent Contacts: 

   The parents giving their views on Learning Support were all very happy with 
what they described as ‘the warm, positive and all-inclusive feel about KBS’. 
One parent reported that they had chosen KBS for the ‘pastoral care and the 
highly regarded LSC saying that the departmental staff were quick to identify 
her son’s strengths and interests using them to help him make progress. One 
parent reported that their son’s ‘academic achievements far exceeded their 
hopes’. One parent reported that they could not speak highly enough of the 
help, advice and kindness shown to them, stating that LS carry out regular 
testing and that progress reviews were frequent enough to be useful. One 
parent whose son was on the SEND register expressed the view that they 
‘would value more opportunity to discuss their son with LS staff to review 
progress’ and reported that his assessment for access arrangements was 
dealt with rapidly and efficiently. LS staff may need to check that all parents 
have been involved with discussing progress and seeing the plans in place. 
The parents were pleased that they had made the choice of KSB for their 
children and this was particularly apparent amongst those who had come 
from neighbouring specialist SEND schools. 

  b) For completion by consultants only: SpLD pupils’ responses regarding their 
experience of the school and teachers: 

   I met eight pupils at break-time to discuss their views on LS. They each said 
that they very much enjoyed and valued the lessons they were receiving, 
especially the study skills sessions in which they could raise questions about 
classroom learning. They felt that they enjoyed a wide variety of opportunities 
at the school and thought that the prep given was fair. Each pupil reported 
that they didn’t particularly enjoy reading for pleasure as they struggled with 
reading speed. They would welcome more opportunities for listening to audio 
books for relaxation and this was passed on to the SENCo to look into. They 
were all pleased with the access arrangements in place, especially extra time 
and felt that they were given enough help to know how to use it effectively. 
They were especially pleased that if they raised personal issues, their tutors 
helped them. One boy was concerned that his enjoyment of a practical 
subject was being compromised by having to keep up written coursework as 
he was finding it difficult to keep organised. This was discussed with the 
SENCo as an issue to raise. The students were unaware of any 
differentiation in place for them but felt that they were actually provided with 
useful personalised strategies by staff members. They all felt very 
comfortable with the support they were receiving. 
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For completion by consultants only:  
 
Please remember: this is an extract of the overall criteria listing, only those relevant to the 
category are listed below. Consultants should be able to mark all criteria as observed before 
making their final recommendation. 

 

Consultant to tick relevant boxes when criteria are observed to have been met: 

 

Criteria ALL 

1. The school or centre implements a thorough and rigorous process for identifying 
children with Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) 

 

2. The Senior Management Team and, in the case of schools, Governors, fully support 
the provision for SpLD pupils. 

 

3. The impact of the provision for SpLD pupils is measured (a system to regularly 
monitor provision for pupils and to assess their achievements). 

 

4. There is an awareness by all members of staff of the necessity to adjust their teaching 
to meet the needs of SpLD pupils and this will be evident across the curriculum. 

 

5. In Addition:  

5.1 Resources for learning appropriate to the level of need.  

5.2 IT provision relevant and of high quality, including up-to-date and regularly used 
programs for SpLD pupils. 

 

5.3 Access arrangements for all examinations sought as needed. Assessments for 
access arrangements must comply with Joint Council for Qualifications guidelines. 

 

5.4 Specific structured, cumulative and multi-sensory teaching materials to address 
literacy with SpLD pupils. 

 

5.5 An annual report for parents on the progress of pupils, who exhibit SpLD.  

 

Criteria LSC 

6. Specific to the Category of School or Centre: - 

6.3 A Unit or Centre providing specialist tuition on a small group or individual basis, 
within the school environment. 

 

6.5 The Unit or Centre is adequately resourced, under the management of a senior 
specialist teacher, who co-ordinates the work of other specialist teachers. 

 

6.6 The Head of Unit will have Head of Department status, and must have an input 
into curriculum design and delivery. 

 

7. Qualifications of Teaching Staff: - 

7.1 The Head of Learning Support (or equivalent) should be a qualified teacher 
holding a nationally recognised qualification for the teaching of pupils with SpLD. 
Exceptions may only be allowed after special reference to the Council. 

 

7.4 The majority of lessons in the Unit or Centre to be taught by those having 
nationally recognised qualifications in the teaching of SpLD pupils.  In exceptional 
circumstances, the consultant may recommend to Council that an experienced 
teacher undergoing training satisfies this criterion. 

 

 
  

http://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/access-arrangements-and-reasonable-adjustments-2013-2014-standard-pdf-version


Report Summary 
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Summary of Report including whether acceptance is recommended:  

King’s Bruton is worthy of a continuation of their CReSTeD LSC status. The school has a warm, 
all-inclusive, supportive environment with teaching well attuned to the needs of the SEND 
students. The students thrive within the relaxed but well-organised environment. They appear to 
be proud of their school and quite positive when in conversation about the levels of support they 
each receive. They are very smart, interesting and polite individuals – a credit to a well-run 
school. 

 


